Portuguese Asia
robes embroidered with foliage and roses of gold thread. On his
head was a crown in the form of a mitre? set with pearls, and he
wore gold anklets inlaid with rubies. Beside him ' a Grave Per-
son held a Gold Plate with some leaves of Betele, an Herb com-
fortable to the stomach'. A Court Brahmin of venerable appear-
ance took the visitor by the hand and presented Him to His
Majesty. Da Gama swept the ground with his hat as he bowed, a
salutation which the king returned with a friendly look but an
inclination so scanty 'that the motion of his head could scarcely
be perceived'. Da Gama was then invited to seat himself on the
steps of the dais.
The conversation which ensued was of short duration. The
Navigator presented a letter with which King Emanuel had pro-
vided him against just such an occasion, wherein a request was
made for trade between the two countries. His Indian Majesty
replied that on consultation with his ministers he would return
answer, a promise which he kept, for in the course of a week per-
mission was given to lade a cargo.
As might have been expected, the Moslem merchants of the
city were disturbed when they heard of what had transpired. It
had been known for some years that the Portuguese were making
attempts to establish a rival trade route via the Cape. The cargo
which Da Gama's three small ships could take was of little
moment, but if he got it, more ships would be sent. They formed
a deputation and waited on the mayor.
This worthy was in their pay, as were also the ministers, who,
it appears, had advised the king against the Portuguese. Accord-
ingly, he listened with attention when they made their protest,
and when they hinted that it might be impossible for them to
continue their contributions to his private purse, were their pro-
fits diminished by the encroachments of foreigners, he hastened to
the palace and told the king that the Portuguese were fugitives,
their letter forged, and their intentions piratical.
It does not seem that His Majesty was much surprised by this
news. Perhaps, he had been expecting a protest from the Moslems.
Possibly, he had already schemed to use the intruding foreigners
to extort a present from the established traders. But he sum-
moned his ministers and, since they supported the mayor's allega-
tions, he consented to send for da Gama.
When the hero arrived, the king had repeated to him, with
more frankness and civility than was usual on such occasions, the
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